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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90854 

 

 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1.  
For Excellence, the student needs to form perceptive personal responses to 
independently read texts, supported by evidence. 

The student forms a personal response by demonstrating a generally perceptive 
personal understanding of the selected text: James Cameron’s film Avatar. Insight into 
the nature of the human character (1) is demonstrated within the context of the text, 
and is linked to issues in the wider world. Relevant textual references and some 
perceptive reflection of issues beyond the text are given (2). 

To meet this standard with Excellence more securely, the student could further reflect 
on the conflict between money and the environment, or develop further insight into the 
appeal of the 'alternative' lifestyle as chosen by Jake in the film. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90854 

 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2.  
For Merit, the student needs to form convincing personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 

The student forms a personal response by demonstrating a convincing personal 
engagement with the chosen text: Lauren Myracle’s novel ttyl (1). The student's own 
ideas about 'real teenage girls' and school age friendships have been successfully 
integrated with the author's viewpoint, all supported with relevant textual references (2). 

To meet the standard with Excellence, the student could, for example, further develop 
the comments about the appeal of the 'modern format' of the three narrative 
perspectives. Further insight and reflection on the nature and significance of friendship, 
both within the novel itself and in the wider social context, could also be demonstrated. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90854 

 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3.  
For Merit, the student needs to form convincing personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 

The student forms a personal response by demonstrating a sufficiently convincing 
personal engagement with the difficult challenges faced by the characters in the 
chosen text: Jodi Picoult’s novel My Sister’s Keeper (1). Supporting references to show 
understanding of the 'struggles some people have to face' are generally meaningful (2). 

To meet the standard with Merit more securely, the student could further respond, for 
example, to the characters' behaviours, the genetic issue or social attitudes and values. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90854 

 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4.  
To meet this standard, the student needs to form personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 

The student forms a personal response by demonstrating a personal engagement with 
the chosen text: Ruth Laugesen’s article about Facebook (1). Specific and relevant 
examples from the article connect the student's prior knowledge with the new 
understanding that the article has generated (2). 

To meet the standard with Merit, the student could demonstrate a more meaningful 
response to both the benefits and dangers of Facebook as described in the article. This 
could be either from a personal or a social networking perspective. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90854 

 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5.  
To meet this standard, the student needs to form personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 

This student responded to Li Cunxin’s novel Mao’s Last Dancer, forming a personal 
response by just sufficiently demonstrating a personal engagement in the statement ‘I 
realized that it was really hard for him’ (1). Supporting evidence includes a direct 
quotation and references to relevant incidents in the text (2). 

To meet this standard more securely, the student could demonstrate more 
understanding of, for example, Li's courage, challenges, confusion or conflicting 
emotions. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90854 

 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6.  
To meet this standard, the student needs to form personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 

The student begins to form a personal response by demonstrating a personal 
engagement with the chosen text: George Orwell’s Animal Farm. This engagement is 
identified as a feeling of connection with the animals in the story (1). However this 
personal response to the text has insufficient supporting evidence for the Achieved 
grade.  

To meet this standard, the student needs to support the personal engagement with 
specific examples, references and/or details from the text itself. Examples could be 
given of the 'simple language' used and of the reader's feelings when Napoleon's 
exploitation of the other animals is described by the author. 
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