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Merit exemplar for 90851 / 2014 Total score 16 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

The candidate has shown a convincing understanding of the Archie–Mr Taylor 
relationship and how it develops. There are some potentially insightful 
comments that could be successfully further explained: eg: “…he judges him 
by his cover, making Archie initially an outcast…” Further unpacking of 
understandings and the techniques used both in this instance and elsewhere 
in the response would lead to an M6. 

2 M6 

The candidate presents a clear and thorough explanation of how the writer 
helps us understand the experiences at the estuary. Several comments made 
in 2 (b) in relation to the author’s use of personification (“the night was tight 
lipped”) are indicative of the convincing level of commentary provided 
throughout the answer. 

3 M5 

The candidate has identified several techniques with supporting examples. A 
convincing understanding is shown of how techniques have been used to 
appeal to the target audience of teenagers: eg: “he gives the reader the feeling 
of a casual conversation, rather than a lecture from an older person. This 
makes them more likely to listen…” 
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High merit exemplar for 90851 / 2014 Total score 18 

Q Grade 
score Annotation 

1 M5 

The candidate presents a concise explanation supported by the judicious 
selection of details from the text. An ability to read “between the lines” is 
evident: “The teacher expected Archie to be disruptive or annoying based on 
the knowledge that Archie was a racer…” 

2 E7 

The candidate presents a perceptive analysis showing a sustained 
appreciation of how several techniques (rhetorical question, metaphor, 
contrast, language choice) work together to reveal the experience of the 
estuary during the day and at night. 

3 M6 

Convincing understanding of the writers’ position is evident in 3 (b) 
“exaggeration … showing the writer’s strong stance’. The candidate also 
shows some appreciation of how the text targets a teenage audience in 3 (c) 
through the use of colloquial language. Some element of appreciation is 
evident in comments on the use of rhetorical questions in 3 (c). Comments at 
this level on other techniques would lift this response to Excellence. 

 

  




